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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE

Dear Southerners,

Namaskar !

As they say tough �mes 

don't last but tough people 

do. There is always light at 

the end of the tunnel (I am 

not referring to the lights of 

the Gypsy in Atal Tunnel as 

depicted in The Hindu 

Cartoon). We are almost 

looking at normalcy in 

Tamilnadu, par�cularly Chennai, a�er almost six 

months of uncertainty and despair. Taking all needed 

precau�ons we were able to hold our first physical 

mee�ng, which was also covered over Zoom pla�orm, 

on 6th October.

If you were to ask me if this is going to be the new 

norm, well it all depends on the speaker. If the speaker 

is willing to come over for a physical mee�ng, we shall 

have one.

On projects, we have not been able to progress much 

except for the counselling sessions that have started 

off at St Antony's School. We had a brief break in 

releasing our Covid relief funds (through Project 

Revive), awai�ng feedback from the exis�ng 

beneficiaries.

As for family par�cipa�on we had an online DJ night. I 

was as bemused as most of you when this idea was 

floated, but it turned out to be a fun night with many 

displaying their skills at dancing with great aplomb.

The star of the month was Rtn Madhu who addressed 

our Club to a full audience. The few who failed to make 

it, did really miss it, as his speech was not recorded.

The signs of economic recovery are showing and I hope 

that we will make good the lost �me and bounce back 

with vigour and energy. RCMS is made of tough people 

and we shall prove that to the world, yet again!

Stay Home, Stay Safe and do a�end our mee�ngs!!

Yours in Rotary,

A.N.Sujeesh

SOUTHERNERS SWING TO A 
VIRTUAL DJ'S TUNES

What comes a�er a virtual quiz …. well obviously a virtual DJ party. 'Just 

do it' says the tagline of a famous brand and that is what our President 

Rtn Sujeesh and Director of  family par�cipa�on Rtn Jawahar Nichani  

just did, on the evening of Saturday 26th September - a glitch-free virtual 

DJ party. The original idea was to deliver dinner to the homes of 

Rotarians  on the day of the program. But reaching hot food to 67 

families located from Maraimalai Nagar to Nolambur on �me, seemed a 

logis�cal nightmare. The second best op�on was to arrange for delivery  

of healthy dry fruits prior to the program and it worked out well.

DJ  Sunny Deepak d id  the 

impossible to keep a group of 5 

to 70 year olds stuck to the 

screen for nearly 120 minutes. 

He played music in English , 

Hindi and Tamil and in most of 

the genres, seamlessly. While 

some Rotarians and Anns were 

dancing si�ng on their chairs (looks like it is going to be the next 'in 

thing') others took to the floor. Rtn Bina, 

who  exhibited her own dancing talent,  

was also the judge to nominate the best 

dancer. No second guesses, the crown 

went to our in- house  Michael Jackson, 

Rtn Jawahar. The screen shots of the 

party are proof enough and no further 

explana�on is necessary to show how 

successful the experiment was. Congrats 

to the organising  team and the sporty Southerners. And now the 

Southerners' 'dil mange more'.

Rtn Renjit Joseph



We meet every Tuesday at 6.30 pm on Zoom

'Dhri�'- Episode #3 : A talk show was aired on September 4, 2020. 'The Big Pink' talk show was all 

about women's health. The special guests were R I Director Rtn Dr Bharat Pandya, District Governor 

(Dist.3232) Rtn Muthupalaniappan, Rtn John Townsend, and Rtn Geeta Manek, a Rotary 

Founda�on Trustee. The topics discussed were 'Menstrual, Maternal & Mental Health', 'Well 

Women Check-up', 'Diet and Exercise'. The panelists were five accomplished Rotarians from around 

the world.

As a follow-up to this awareness talk show, The Big Pink Wellness card for women was launched on September 25, which 

gave various medical discounts to women holding the card, encouraging them to take preven�ve medical care.

'Dhri�'- Episode #4: On September 24, the Women Empowerment Team hosted 'Nalabhagamum-Shringaramum' - Breaking 

the Glass Ceiling, with District Alumni Team Chairperson Vasanthi Ranganathan. The Chief Guests were Padma Bhushan 

Awardee Naatyachaarya V P Dhananjayan and Shantha Dhananjayan. The other guest speakers were Ms Patricia Thomas, 

the Director of Prasan Hospitality Services, C K Kumaravel the CEO and Co-Founder of Naturals Salon & Spa, and Rtn Mythili 

Muralidharan, the District Chair for Peace 

Building and Conflict Preven�on, RID 

3232. It turned out to be an interes�ng 

discussion on how women have broken 

through into predominantly male 

dominated professions like catering and 

beauty salons. 

Rtn Bina Boaz

DISTRICT WOMEN EMPOWERMENT TEAM

Do you know that: ZEA MAIZE PVT LTD runs the Delhi-based popcorn chain 

4700BC Popcorn. What is the reason for this strange naming of this brand?

And, two things have come out of the willow tree. If one is cricket bat, name the 

other famous chemical compound derived from it.

If you do not know the answers, look no further than asking one of our young 

anne�es. They will tell you the brand name 4700 BC came from the fact that 

fossils of popcorn, along with popcorn-making utensils, have been found as early 

as 4700 BC. And, acetylsalicyclic acid or salicylate, used as revival drug Aspirin 

comes from the willow tree. These were just part of the 30 daily ques�ons that 

were asked in the 'RCMS Quizzer of the month' contest conducted via our 

Anne�es Whatsapp group in the month of September. Every morning between 7 am and 8 am, the ques�ons were posted in 

the group. The three anne�es to answer correctly every day were given 10, 5 and 3 points respec�vely. In the end, Anne�e 

Sanjana Sathyanarayanan scored overall high marks to win the �tle 'RCMS Anne�e Quizzer of the month'. Anne�es, Kavya 

Rajan Babu, Pravan Ajit Gautham, Kalpakiran, Faheem Abdeen Magdoom and Sai Akshaya are the other winners. Ann Hema 

Rajan Babu helped with the designs for the quiz ques�ons every day. The event brought two benefits - it helped to improve 

the knowledge of the anne�es and interes�ngly, it also made them wake up early in the morning. That was real fun.

Rtn Magdoom Mohamed

ANNETTES WAKE UP TO A DAILY QUIZ



The monthly Annadhanam was performed at the East Eden 

Founda�on on 26th September. Due to the pandemic and the 

subsequent lockdown and restric�ons, Southerners have 

been unable to be present at the venue during the 

Annadhanam. However, thanks Rtn Renjit's efforts and the 

regular dona�on from our members, the noble work goes on!

ANNADHANAM

On 1st September, IPP Rtn M C Srikanth distributed provisions kits on 

behalf of RCMS at Jaigopal Garodia Girls Higher Secondary School at 

Saidapet. RCMS has sponsored 61 provision kits worth Rs 25000. 

Mr P R Krishnan of TCS donated the kits. In May this year our club had 

donated provision kits to the parents of 10th std. students at the 

same school which caters to children belonging to the 

underprivileged strata, supported by Rtn S Subramaniam.

PROVISION KITS DISTRIBUTED

Of the 365 beneficiaries who have been funded under Project Revive so far, many have acknowledged that the �mely help 

from RCMS has helped them not only to get their business back on its feet, but also to prevent certain penury. A number of 

emo�onal messages expressing gra�tude to our club have been received by the project team. In this and future issues we 

will be presen�ng some of those who have benefi�ed from our benevolence.

Mr Balraj – Sri Balaji TIG Welding Works, Maraimalainagar

Amount received:  Rs 25000.00 which helped him to partly 

pay his rent arrears, buy raw material and purchase 

welding rods for further produc�on.

Mr K K Rajkumar - Street stall bajji seller at Anna Nagar

Amount received:  Rs 30000.00 which helped him to pay 

back rent arrears, retrieve pawned jewellery, sell other 

snacks apart from lunch to his customers.    

PROJECT REVIVE – GRATEFUL BENEFICIARIES

Rainwater Harves�ng Project (RWH) 

The RWH Global  Grant  project  in 

partnership with RC Lake Spivey Clayton 

C o u n t y ,  U S A ,  i n i � a t e d  d u r i n g 

RY 2019-20 under the presidentship of  IPP 

Rtn M C Srikanth has been approved by RI. 

Valued at US$ 48675, the project aims to 

carry out RWH in 10 schools in Chennai, resul�ng in recharge 

of 17140 KL of water per year. The project will be executed 

under the guidance of Mr Sekhar Raghavan of the Rain 

Centre in Chennai, one of the pioneers in the area of RWH. 

Kudos to the en�re project team which worked on the 

applica�on process diligently and relentlessly. The formal 

launch of the project will be held in mid-October. Watch this 

space for a report on the launch event in the next issue of The 

Southerner.

GLOBAL GRANT APPROVED



Editor Rtn. PP R Seshadri | rtnsesh@gmail.com

eWEEKLY MEETINGS IN SEPTEMBER

Date : 1st September, 2020

Speaker : Mr Ramesh Raja

Topic : My photography career

Date : 22nd September, 2020

Speaker : Ms Preetha Jayaraman

Topic : My professional journey 
as a cinematographer

Date : 8th September, 2020

Speaker : Ms Nandini Nair (IRS)

Topic : My professional and 
ar�s�c journey

Date : 29th September, 2020

Speaker : Rtn S R Madhu

Topic : Interes�ng experiences 
and encounters in 
jourmnalism

On 6th September, the office bearers of the 

Rotaract Club of Asan Memorial College for the RY 

2020-21 were installed. In an online event �tled 

'GOODWILL', Rtr G Balaji was installed as the 

President and Rtr Arun Kumar as the Secretary of 

the club. President Sujeesh of RCMS was the chief 

guest. Rtn R Balachander (Secretary of RCMS) and 

Rtn S Jothilakshmi (Director - Youth Service, 

Rotaract) were also present as guests of honour. 

Rotarians Jayaraman, Shyamala, Renjit and Bina 

were the other rotarians present to mo�vate the 

young leaders who were taking charge.

ROTARACT CLUB 
INSTALLED AT ASAN

PLATINUM CITATION FOR RCMS

Rotary Interna�onal (RI) has recognised 

our club with a Pla�num Cita�on for the 

RY 2019-2020 for our performance under 

the leadership of IPP Rtn M C Srikanth and 

his team. The Rotary Cita�on recognises 

Rotary clubs that support RI's strategic 

priori�es by comple�ng certain ac�vi�es 

and achieving the Cita�on goals during 

the rotary year. Southerners are proud 

that this has been achieved during the 

club's Diamond Jubilee year. As PP Rtn S R Madhu men�oned in his 

congratulatory message “Pla�num Cita�on for a Diamond Jubilee 

performance!” Congrats to IPP Srikanth and the en�re team of 

RY 2019-20.
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